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British 

Government System



• Constitutional Monarchy 

• The Constitution

• Election 

• Parliament



            A Country of Constitutional 
Monarchy





    But in reality however, the Queen acts solely on 
the advise of her ministers. Not personally take 
part in the process in which decisions are made. 

    Though all official letters and documents bear 
the initial O.H.M.S (On Her Majesty’s Service), 
this is a courtesy rather than a reality. 

    The United Kingdom is actually governed 
by Her Majesty's Government.



    The Queen reign, but she does not rule. 
Her principal role is symbolic: 

    she must represent the nation’s present-
day hopes and ideals as well as its historic 
past.



The Role of the Monarch

       The monarch is the personal 
embodiment of the British government and 
a              of British unity, representing the 
continuity of the whole political system. So 
the stability of the British government owes 
much to the monarchy. 

symbo
l



Confer Honours 

The Most Noble Order of the Garter, founded in 
1348, is the highest order of chivalry, 
or knighthood, existing in England. 

• Order of the Garter



• Order of the British Empire

The most common honour



Constitutional Monarch

    Constitutional monarchy (or limited 
monarchy) is a form of government in which 
a monarch acts as head of state within the 
parameters of a constitution, whether it be a 
written, uncodified, or blended constitution. 

    Most constitutional monarchies employ 
a parliamentary system. Under most modern 
constitutional monarchies there is also a prime 
minister who is the head of government and 
exercises effective political power. 



        Contemporary constitutional monarchies include 
the United Kingdom and Commonwealth 
realms, Belgium, Denmark, Japan, Kuwait, Luxembourg, Mala
y-sia, the Netherlands, Norway, Spain, Sweden, and Thailand. 



The Buckingham Palace 







Windsor Castle







The 
Constitut
ion



    Britain is one of the only two countries without  
written constitutions of the sort  which most 
countries have.

The Constitution 

Acts of 
Parliament 
(the 
Statutes)

The 
Prerogative 
of the 
Crown

Conventions 
of the 
Constitution 

Common 
Law

Parliamentary 
Privilege



✸ Conventions are rules and practices which do 
not exist legally. They are simply conventions or 
customs but are regarded as vital to the working of 
government.

Conventions of the Constitution& 
Common Law

✸ Common Law refers to the custom or legal 
precedents which had been interpreted in court 
cases by judges



British 
Parliament 







House of Lords

The Red 
Chamber





Members of the House of Lords
    The House of Lords consists of about 1160 
members, most of whom (about 840) are 
hereditary peers of the realm.



Functions of House of Lords

• to examine and revise bills from the House 
of Commons

• It is the Final court of appeal in civil cases 
and criminal cases, except criminal cases in 
Scotland, which are dealt with by the High 
Court of Justiciary. 

Theoretically the two Houses are equally important. But 
the Upper House does NOT exercise the dominant 
constitutional influence.



House of Commons

The 
Green 
Chamber





Members of House of Commons

The Speaker (one of MPs, but not a Minister nor a member of 
any political party)

He/she presides over their meetings and sees that 
procedure is followed. The Speaker’s central function is 
to maintain order in a debate





Separation of Powers



The supreme law-making authority in Britain 
is The ‘Queen-in-Parliament’   (Parliament).

The Legislative Branch



The Judicial Branch

Judiciary is headed by Lord Chancellor, 
a leading Law Lord appointed by the 
Prime Minister. 



The Supreme Court

Lord Chancellor 
---- the Chief Justice



The Executive Branch
                        —British Government

What does the British 
Government refer to? 

       Her Majesty's Government is    
the central government of UK.    

       Technically, the Central Government refers 
to the Cabinet headed by the Prime Minister. 



  The Government is led by the Prime Minister, 
who selects all the remaining Ministers.  



    The Prime Minister and the other most senior Ministers 
belong to the supreme decision-making committee, known 
as the Cabinet. The Cabinet is the nucleus of the 
government. All its members are chosen among the MPs.  





No. 10 Downing Street



Prime Minister

• Leader of the majority 
party in Parliament

• Head of the Cabinet

• Head of the Civil 
Service

David Cameron



     The cabinet is composed of the chiefs of the 
most important ministries and departments.

    It always includes the Secretary of State for 
Defense, the Foreign Secretary and the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer

    Cabinet meets weekly at No. 10 Downing Street.

    The Cabinet is appointed by the Queen with 
the advice of the PM.



Privy Council
    Her Majesty's Most Honourable Privy Council, 
usually known simply as the Privy Council, is 
a formal body of advisers to the Sovereign in 
the United Kingdom. 

    Its membership is mostly made up of senior 
politicians who are (or have been) members of 
either the House of Commons or the House of 
Lords. 



General 
Election



every           years

635 
constituencies

Each returns one 
Member of 
Parliament

    any citizen over 18 years old can vote; 
only criminals, lunatics, and members of the 
House of Lords are disqualified from voting.



• first-past-the-post  (FPTP) 

First-past-the-post (abbreviated FPTP or FPP) voting 
refers to an election won by the candidate(s) with the most 
votes. The winning candidate does not necessarily receive 
an absolute majority of all votes cast. 

Under First Past The Post (FPTP) voting takes place in 
single-member constituencies. Voters put a cross in a box 
next to their favoured candidate and the candidate with 
the most votes in the constituency wins. All other votes 
count for nothing. 



    The leader of the party with the largest number 
of members returned to the House of Commons 
becomes Prime Minister, and is invited by the 
Queen to form a government.





David Cameron:

Conservative 
Prime Minister, 
2010—



the Conservative Party

A.  the origin of its name
        Due to the religious difference of opinion, the non-Puritan 

Anglicans were the supports of the King and the Church. 
They were called “Tories” by their opponents, standing for 
Loyalists (or Cavaliers) whose political instrument was the 
king and whose strength was drawn from the conservative 
landowning class. Its name was changed from Tory to 
Conservative in 1833.

Question : What does “Whig” refer to?



B. the Nature of the Conservative Party

    It is the party of the right because the 
Conservatives are opposed to great changes in 
society and have a belief in private enterprise 
and freedom from state control.

 



the Labour Party
A.   the origin of its name
       Before 1922, the policies were controlled by the 

rich. The working class became more and more 
unwilling to follow them. They wanted to have 
their own party. So the Labour Party was formed 
by the trade unions, the Independent Labour Party 
and the Fabian Society in 1900. It gradually 
replaced the Liberal Party to become one of the 
two major parties in the UK. 



B. the nature of the Labour Party
   It is the party of the reformist, non-

revolutionary left because it believes in the 
pursuit of greater social and economic 
equality, aims at the nationalization as the 
means of production and distribution.



C. the features of the Labour Party

• relatively poor and underprivileged
• strong in the heavily-populated industrial areas 

and particularly associated with the working 
class

• nationwide organization, few resources and 
heavily depends on the trade unions



    The Whigs contested power with the 
rival Tories from the 1680s to the 1850s. The 
Whigs' origin lay in constitutional 
monarchism and opposition to absolute rule. 
The Whigs played a central role in the Glorious 
Revolution of 1688, and were the standing 
enemies of the Stuart kings and pretenders.

Whig

Liberal Party



the Social and Liberal Democrats

A.  the origin of its name
      It is the third major political party in the UK, 

by merging the Social Democratic Party and 
the Liberal Party in 1988.

 Terms for explanation: Liberal Party, Social 
Democratic Party 

 Question for group discussion: Why do the 
British exercise the two-party system?


